IT"S YOUR TURN!
SAMSON’S TURN

Judges 13:3-7,24-25

The angel of the Lord appeared to Manoah’s wife and said, “Even
though you have been unable to have children, you will soon
become pregnant and give birth to a son. So be careful; you must
not drink wine or any other alcoholic drink nor eat any forbidden
food. You will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and his
hair must never be cut. For he will be dedicated to God as a
Nazirite from birth. He will begin to rescue Israel from the
Philistines.” The woman ran and told her husband, “A man of God
appeared to me! He looked like one of God’s angels, terrifying to
see. | didn’'t ask where he was from, and he didn’t tell me his
name. But he told me, “You will become pregnant and give birth to
a son. You must not drink wine or any other alcoholic drink nor eat
any forbidden food. For your son will be dedicated to God as a
Nazirite from the moment of his birth until the day of his death.”...
24 When her son was born, she named him Samson. And the
Lord blessed him as he grew up. And the Spirit of the Lord began
to stir him while he lived in Mahaneh-dan, which is located
between the towns of Zorah and Eshtaol.

Judges 14:5-6,18-19

As Samson and his parents were going down to Timnah, a young
lion suddenly attacked Samson near the vineyards of Timnah. At
that moment the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon him, and
he ripped the lion’s jaws apart with his bare hands. He did it as
easily as if it were a young goat. But he didn’t tell his father or
mother about it..... 18 So before sunset of the seventh day, the
men of the town came to Samson with their answer: “What is
sweeter than honey? What is stronger than a lion?” Samson
replied, “If you hadn’t plowed with my heifer, you wouldn’t have
solved my riddle!” Then the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully
upon him. He went down to the town of Ashkelon, killed thirty
men, took their belongings, and gave their clothing to the men
who had solved his riddle. But Samson was furious about what
had happened, and he went back home to live with his father and
mother.

Judges 15:14-15,18-20

As Samson arrived at Lehi, the Philistines came shouting in
triumph. But the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon Samson,
and he snapped the ropes on his arms as if they were burnt
strands of flax, and they fell from his wrists. Then he found the
jawbone of a recently killed donkey. He picked it up and killed
1,000 Philistines with it..... 18 Samson was now very thirsty, and
he cried out to the Lord , “You have accomplished this great
victory by the strength of your servant. Must | now die of thirst and
fall into the hands of these pagans?” So God caused water to
gush out of a hollow in the ground at Lehi, and Samson was
revived as he drank. Then he named that place “The Spring of the
One Who Cried Out,” and it is still in Lehi to this day. Samson
judged Israel for twenty years during the period when the
Philistines dominated the land.

Judges 16:19-22

Delilah lulled Samson to sleep with his head in her lap, and then
she called in a man to shave off the seven locks of his hair. In this
way she began to bring him down, and his strength left him. Then
she cried out, “Samson! The Philistines have come to capture
you!” When he woke up, he thought, “I will do as before and shake
myself free.” But he didn’t realize the Lord had left him. So the
Philistines captured him and gouged out his eyes. They took him
to Gaza, where he was bound with bronze chains and forced to
grind grain in the prison. But before long, his hair began to grow
back.
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