Saving Grace
Radical Grace - Week 1

Ephesians 2:1-10 “But God is so rich in mercy, and he loved us so much,
®> that even though we were dead because of our sins, he gave us life
when he raised Christ from the dead. (It is only by God'’s grace that you
have been saved.

I. Salvation is necessary because we are born

A. We were as spiritual beings.

John 3:1-8 Nicodemus came to speak with Jesus. “Rabbi,” he said,
“we all know that God has sent you to teach us. Your miraculous signs
are evidence that God is with you.” 3 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth,
unless you are born again, you cannot see the Kingdom of God.”
4“What do you mean?” exclaimed Nicodemus. “How can an old man
go back into his mother’s womb and be born again?”

>Jesus replied, “I assure you; no one can enter the Kingdom of God
without being born of water and the Spirit. ® Humans can reproduce
only human life, but the Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life. ’So
don’t be surprised when | say, ‘You must be born again.” 8 The wind
blows wherever it wants. Just as you can hear the wind but can’t tell
where it comes from or where it is going, so you can’t explain how
people are born of the Spirit.”

B. By faith, we our lives to Jesus

John 3:16-20 “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one
and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but
have eternal life. 7 God sent his Son into the world not to judge the
world, but to save the world through him.

18“There is no judgment against anyone who believes in him. But
anyone who does not believe in him has already been judged for not
believing in God’s one and only Son. '° And the judgment is based on
this fact: God’s light came into the world, but people loved the
darkness more than the light, for their actions were evil. 2° All who do
evil hate the light and refuse to go near it for fear their sins will be
exposed.

FIVE RESPONSES TO THE MESSAGE OF GRACE
I.1don’t salvation because I'm a person.

Mark 10: 27-32 Jesus was starting out on his way to Jerusalem, a man
came running up to him, knelt down, and asked, “Good Teacher, what
must | do to inherit eternal life?” 1 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus
asked. “Only God is truly good. 1° But to answer your question, you
know the commandments: ‘You must not murder. You must not
commit adultery. You must not steal. You must not testify falsely. You
must not cheat anyone. Honor your father and mother.’

20 “Teacher,” the man replied, “I've obeyed all these commandments
since | was young.”

211 ooking at the man, Jesus felt genuine love for him. “There is still one
thing you haven’t done,” he told him. “Go and sell all your possessions
and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven.
Then come, follow me.” %2 At this the man’s face fell, and he went away
sad, for he had many possessions.

Il. I am disqualified from grace because of the severity of sin.

Romans 8:1-4 So now there is no condemnation for those who belong
to Christ Jesus. 2 And because you belong to him, the power of the life-
giving Spirit has freed you from the power of sin that leads to death.
3The law of Moses was unable to save us because of the weakness of
our sinful nature. So, God did what the law could not do. He sent his
own Son in a body like the bodies we sinners have. And in that body
God declared an end to sin’s control over us by giving his Son as a
sacrifice for our sins.

l1l. I am saved by my good and

Luke 18:9-14 Then Jesus told this story to some who had great
confidence in their own righteousness and scorned everyone else:
10 “Two men went to the Temple to pray. One was a Pharisee, and the
other was a despised tax collector. 1 The Pharisee stood by himself and
prayed this prayer: ‘| thank you, God, that | am not like other people—
cheaters, sinners, adulterers. I’'m certainly not like that tax collector!
12| fast twice a week, and | give you a tenth of my income.” 13 “But the
tax collector stood at a distance and dared not even lift his eyes to
heaven as he prayed.



Instead, he beat his chest in sorrow, saying, ‘O God, be merciful to me,
for I am a sinner.” **1 tell you, this sinner, not the Pharisee, returned
home justified before God. For those who exalt themselves will be
humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”

V.1 grace, refusing to repent

and be for my sin.

John 3:17-20 God sent his Son into the world not to judge the world,
but to save the world through him. & “There is no judgment against
anyone who believes in him. But anyone who does not believe in him
has already been judged for not believing in God’s one and only Son.
19 And the judgment is based on this fact: God’s light came into the
world, but people loved the darkness more than the light, for their
actions were evil. ?° All who do evil hate the light and refuse to go near
it for fear their sins will be exposed.

V. Through , | receive God’s

grace and gift of

Ephesians 2:7-10 “So God can point to us in all future ages as examples
of the incredible wealth of his grace and kindness toward us, as shown
in all he has done for us who are united with Christ Jesus. God saved
you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this;
it is a gift from God. 9 Salvation is not a reward for the good things we
have done, so none of us can boast about it. 10 For we are God'’s
masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the
good things he planned for us long ago.”

A. God His love in an environment of grace

Ephesians 5:6 For when we place our faith in Christ Jesus, there is no
benefit in being circumcised or being uncircumcised. What is
important is faith expressing itself in love.

B. Grace enables us to approach God’s throne.

Hebrews 4:15-16 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to
empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been
tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 1° Let us then
approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.
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